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6.1. Independent Personal Pronouns!

Personal pronouns are words or other grammatical forms that are used when:

e the speaker wishes to refer to himself or herself directly, either as an individual or as part
of a larger group (i.e. the first person—I, my, me, we, us);

e the speaker wishes to refer to the individual or group to whom they are directly speaking
(i.e. the second person—you, your); or

o the speaker wishes to refer to a person, place, thing, or idea they have already spoken
about but wishes to avoid using a noun or other substantive to refer to them (i.e. the third
person—he, his, him, she, her, it, they, their, them).

These pronouns are referred to as personal pronouns because they indicate grammatical person
(i.e. first person, second person, or third person) and are referred to as pronouns because they
stand in the place of nouns.

Classical Syriac has three types of personal pronouns: pronominal suffixes, independent personal
pronouns, and enclitic personal pronouns. Pronominal suffixes are personal pronouns that are
directly attached to the end of a word, preposition, or particle. Independent personal pronouns, on
the other hand, appear as independent words and typically function as the subject of a clause.
Enclitic personal pronouns are shortened versions of independent personal pronouns (either in
spelling or pronunciation) that normally appear as independent words but can also appear as
suffixes on participles, adjectives, and other words. The focus of this section will be on
independent personal pronouns.

' Cf. Noldeke §§63, 220, 227, 309; Muraoka §§9, 74; Duval §§174, 298-99, 301; Mingana §§446—47; Brockelmann
§90.
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Independent personal pronouns are marked (i.e. have separate forms) for person (first, second,
third), gender (masculine, feminine, or common), and number (singular or plural). The following
chart provides the forms for independent personal pronouns:

Table 6.1 — Independent Personal Pronouns

3msg ooy’ 3mpl Qo
3fgs ep 3fpl D
2msg X 2mpl oxar
2fsg ¥ 2fpl XY
lesg ~A 1cpl gee

Independent personal pronouns can be used in several different ways:>
a) Independent personal pronouns can function as the subject of a verbless clause. This is the

most common function of independent personal pronouns since the subjects of verbal clauses are
typically either nouns or are found within the verb itself (see §5.1). Note the following examples:

Examples (Simple Verbless Clauses)

Syriac English
(o155 Q@ en they were in the field... (Gen 4:
~ons (¢ When th he field... (Gen 4:8

hady CRHIWY AR 15 | ] know that you are a woman
,30r¢ Aaws | beautiful in appearance. (Gen 12:11)

Axf’-' L2 \C\a\\é m& ™~ | He said to him, “Our name is Legion because
o i\ i | Weare many.” (Mark 5:9)

Examples (Verbless Clauses With an Abbreviated Independent Personal Pronoun)

Syriac English

»io ad ¥ar | You are my son. (Mark 1:11)

You are the Messiah, the son of the living God.
(John 6:69).

i Al mis .hurs ok M

2 The 3msg and 3fsg independent personal pronouns are often simply written with two dots beneath them to indicate
that they are the 3msg (am) and 3fsg () pronouns. When this happens, no vowel is written but needs to be

supplied by the reader.

3 The full form of independent personal pronouns, as opposed to the enclitic forms given in §6.2 below, are used
quite frequently in the Peshitta Old Testament and typically correspond to how independent personal pronouns are
used in those passages in Hebrew. The abbreviated forms of the independent personal pronoun are used more
frequently in the Peshitta New Testament.
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b) Independent personal pronouns can function as the subject of a verbal clause. Since the
subjects of verbal clauses are typically nouns or are found within the verb itself, the use of an
independent personal pronoun in a verbal clause normally places increased focus on the subject
of the verb, often for the sake of contrast. Note the following examples:

Syriac English Function

Highlights the subject for the
sake of contrast—the future
action of “the seed of the
woman” is contrasted with
the future action of the
serpent.

Highlights the subject for the
sake of contrast—the baptism
p of John is contrasted with the
Eaqe) hois | SPrt (Mark 1:8) baptism of Jesus.

Highlights the subject for the
sake of contrast—the

L P . . | Look! We have left Qisgiples, as opp oszd tolt.:he.
DA% @ e ¥ | eryhing (Mark 1028) | fih man mentioned carlir in
everything for the sake of
Jesus.

Highlights the subject to
indicate a change in subject
from the previous clause.
Highlights the subject to
indicate a change in subject
from the previous clause.

He will trample your head
R ~ | and you will strike him
-PRAANS ,DANHR | 4 i heel., (Gen 3:15)

YKo .wntixon am

“fadmaa ¥ A | baptize you in water but he
Qs o) om .ishs | will baptize you in the Holy

o haay <32 | So she went out and said to
:oxarg) | her mother (Mark 6:24)

Then she answered and said

fon) K dis @3 yo |k 7:08)

¢) Independent personal pronouns can function as the subject of a participle. Participles will be
dealt with in a later chapter but note the following examples:

Syriac English

.a5m. v XA 160 | And you are to call his name Isaac. (Gen 17:19)

At 7°‘:"A \C‘é‘“'_{ v“éél’ \‘-‘3\3“ You are worshiping something that you do not
A OMIN s know. (John 4:22)

d) Third-person independent personal pronouns can function as an equivalent for the definite
article. This function is sometimes used in the New Testament Peshitta to indicate when a
definite article was used in the underlying Greek text. When an independent personal pronoun
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has this function before a personal name, it should be left untranslated.* Note the following
examples:

Examples
Syriac English
ha\ ?ad ,ma¥u Rl ama | And the Word was with God. And the Word was
am éd smakurd Kala il | 00d- John 1:1)
~als

A0y AArns ~imas ama | And the light shines in the darkness. (John 1:5)

noq, < k\aﬂv yna .~ khm 2d30 | And he gave [it] to the girl and the girl gave [it]
.cgxneg\ | to her mother. (Mark 6:28)

n) adm X Q%A 3 ama | But John forbade him. (Matt 3:14)

cnl rda s s Avs o3 oo | But Jesus answered and said to him (Matt 3:15)

e) Independent personal pronouns can serve to clarify or further define the subject of a clause.
Note the following example:

Example

Syriac English

oM ol &N D 73\:"\’ »ﬂ-\-ﬂoo Then Abram went up from Egypt — he, his wife,
qﬂ i .l;o A XIa and all that belonged to him. (Gen 13:1)

f) Independent personal pronouns can be used beside a noun to place increased focus on the
noun:

Examples

Syriac English

Mind KA iir. ®16i;m 1\ oo | For Herod himself had sent word to seize John.

e»ml (Mark 6:17)°

KA® B aAxs o ad £\ ak | Although Jesus himself was not baptizing but his
Sedieal\h e disciples. (John 4:2)

4 Personal names in Greek can be preceded by the definite article. When this happens, the definite article should not
be translated since personal names in English, except in the rarest of circumstances, are never preceded by the
definite article.

> Note that aen does not appear beside @3aia» because the conjunction 1) cannot appear as the first word in a
clause. See §9.3.1.
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6.2. Enclitic Personal Pronouns®

In addition to the basic forms given above for independent personal pronouns, Classical Syriac
also has another set of forms that are referred to in this textbook as enclitic personal pronouns.’

In Classical Syriac, enclitic personal pronouns usually appear as separate words and are typically
shorter than regular independent personal pronouns in both pronunciation and spelling. In some
cases, enclitic personal pronouns are attached directly to the end of a participle, an adjective, and,
in the case of third masculine singular pronouns, to other words to form a single word.® However,
even when enclitic personal pronouns appear as separate words, they are still pronounced with
the previous word as though they were a single word—just like the abbreviated form of the word
“not” in the word “shouldn’t”. The following chart provides the forms for enclitic personal
pronouns:’

Table 6.2 — Enclitic Personal Pronouns

3msg adm, ad, a (w)'° 3mpl ary

3fgs YD, D 3fpl ry

2msg xae'!!, W 2mpl o, (ax
2fsg A, L& 2fpl SR, o
lesg A, 4B 1cpl o, J

Enclitic personal pronouns can be used in several ways:

6 Cf. Noldeke §§63—64, 221, 311-12; Muraoka §§9-10, 104; Duval §§109, 174, 298, 302, 375; Mingana §448-51;
Brockelmann §§24, 90, 204.

7 In other textbooks they are referred to as enclitics. Enclitics are words that are pronounced with very little
emphasis, are joined in pronunciation with the previous word, and, in some situations, are combined with the
previous word to form a single word. Examples of enclitics in English include the ’s in the word it’s (where the ’s
represents the word “is”) and the n ’t in the word shouldn’t (where the n’t represents the word not).

8 Participles will be discussed in a later chapter.

° For the pronunciation of 3msg and 3fsg pronouns with the previous word, see Table 4.2 in chapter 4.

10 This shorter form is only used when the enclitic personal pronoun is attached directly to a participle.

' Note that the forms of the 2msg and 2fsg enclitic personal pronouns (when written as independent words) are
identical to the forms of the independent personal pronouns. The difference between the pronouns lies in how closely
the enclitic personal pronouns are pronounced with the previous word. The shorter forms of the 2msg and 2fsg
enclitic personal pronouns are only used when attached to participles and adjectives.

12 Note that both the ~ and the «_of the 2mpl and 21pl pronouns are not pronounced, even though the hastener line
only appears above the . The 2mpl form is simply pronounced 76n while the 2fpl form is simply pronounced #én.
In some publications, the hastener line remains over the «_and the < is simply written without a vowel, indicating

that it should not be pronounced (i.e. « OX3r).
13 Note that the shorter version of both the 1¢sg and 1c¢pl pronouns are used when the pronouns are attached directly
to a participle.
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a) Enclitic personal pronouns can be used as the subject of a verbless clause. When this happens,
the enclitic personal pronoun comes immediately after the predicate (i.e. the thing that is being
asserted about the subject). Note the following examples:

Syriac English
3 N Riso Asn\a | Then why did you say, “She is my sister”? (Gen
' 7 " | 12:19)

jam'\:n{x M~ ~ial | [ am the servant of Abraham (Gen 24:34)

b) Enclitic personal pronouns can function as the subject of a participle. When this happens, the
enclitic personal pronoun comes immediately after the participle. Participles will be dealt with in
a later chapter but note the following examples:

Examples

Syriac English
~~ ais =\ | Tdo not know. (Gen 4:9)

sy AR iiem <d | Look! I am sending my messenger. (Mark 1:2)

You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene (Mark

ST NEY A PR PN.UAL 16:6)
. v -v., .. | Bythehand of the living God, we are copying
N (.:éf\; g Kqﬂ"( Y2 out... (Synodicon Orientale)

c¢) Enclitic personal pronouns can be used in a way that is virtually equivalent to the present tense
of the verb “to be” in English. In English grammars of Classical Syriac, this is normally referred
to as the substitute for the copula (i.e. the verb “to be”). §4.3 introduced this function with third
masculine and third feminine singular enclitic personal pronouns. It should be noted, however,
that all three persons can be used with this function. When enclitic personal pronouns are used
with this function, first-person pronouns are used when the subject is in the first person and
second-person pronouns are used when the subject is in the second person. However, third-person
pronouns can be used with this function whether the subject is first, second, or third person. Note
the following examples:

Examples

Syriac English

AR gl QurY L oXar¢ | You are the salt of the earth. (Matt 5:13)

et 7‘“:’“3 \é‘é‘\"'_{ v“*‘i’ \03\3'{ You are worshiping something that you do not
A ONR s u know. (John 4:22)

And I confessed that I am not the Messiah.

(John 1:20)

NKhars AR A A iaa
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.0® <ies ims R Wls3 8% | That which is born from flesh is flesh and that
.ad ZHoi ZHai u.\_n %ima | Which is born from spirit is spirit. (John 3:6)

XY 51 M 2l o’ > "* | Are you greater than our father Jacob? (John
.odns: | 412)

Third masculine singular enclitic pronouns with this function can be combined with certain words
to form a single word. Note the following examples:

< (who?) + am (is) = fak ) Who is?
< (what?) + am (is) = Qi What is?
am (he) + ad (is) = csam’” It is he that

d) Enclitic personal pronouns in the third person plural can be used as the direct object of a verb.
Note the following examples:

Examples (Simple Verbless Clauses)

Syriac English

Lo N QY odsa | And God set them in the solid expanse of the
fine.d sky. (Gen 1:17)

T IR-YY, 4 ~ioa | AndJesus called them. (Matt 4:21)

6.3. Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions and Particles'®

In addition to independent personal pronouns and enclitic personal pronouns, Classical Syriac
also has pronouns that can be attached directly to the end of prepositions, nouns, verbs, and some
particles. These pronouns are referred to as pronominal suffixes. The focus of this section will be

on pronominal suffixes on prepositions, the particle 1, the particle of existence, and the particle of
non-existence.

Pronominal suffixes are attached directly to the preposition or particle that governs them. When
attached to the particle 1, the particle 3 takes the form -3 (3 + ). The following chart provides

the forms for pronominal suffixes that are used with most prepositions as well as the particle a

4 The words ¥3f<¢ =53 Yar< are pronounced at rabbat. Note that this is not a proper transliteration of these words.
15 Note that this is an irregular form.

16 Cf. Noldeke §§65, 69, 145, 157, 199, 225; Muraoka §§11, 16, 40-41, 46; Duval §§178, 292, 303, 305; Mingana
§§453-54, 457-58, 472; Brockelmann §§91, 96, 198.



62 Chapter Six - https://markfrancois.wordpress.com/syriac-grammar/

and are followed by examples of how they appear on the preposition .\, the preposition =, and
the particle x:!”

Table 6.3 — Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions and the Particle 3

3msg D o) (to him) o (from him) )i (his)
3fgs 8 o\ (to her) i (from her) aa\lsi (her)
2msg v.\«:::'fs u\k (to you) wi> (from you) V\(\.ﬂ (your)
2fsg M ,;l (to you) »™1> (from you) ,;.\..1 (your)
lesg » OF S\ (to me) 21> (from me) " »Li% (my)
3mpl ~Om \oml (to them) | « Qoma>n (from them) \om.\.n (their)
3fpl oD o (to them) «qu> (from them) oalsi (their)
2mpl “fa | ~éa\(toyow) | < éawn(fomyon)” | L aalis (youn
21pl LN Tml (to you) 21> (from you) e;L\ (your)
1cpl < é (to us) <> (from us) é..\ (our)

Note that pronominal suffixes can be used on the preposition \ to indicate the definite direct

object of a verb. The only exceptions to this usage, as was mentioned earlier, are the 3mpl and
3fpl forms: the 3mpl and 3fpl enclitic personal pronouns are used as direct objects for verbs.

Note also that the endings in Table 6.3 are identical to the pronominal suffixes that are attached
to singular nouns. Pronominal suffixes on nouns will be discussed in chapter 7.

17 This pattern is also used with .= (in, with, by) and %&\ (to, toward). Note that the vowel under the %o in the

VA =

preposition ¢ has changed from hbasa’ (:?) to zlama’ psiqa’ (3). This is a reversion to an earlier vocalization of the

preposition ¢ ().
18 Note that the dot above the o is not a vowel but indicates that the suffix is a 3fsg suffix as opposed to a 3msg
suffix. In vocalized texts, this dot is superfluous since the vowel that precedes the on is sufficient to differentiate the

3fsg suffix from the 3msg suffix. In unvocalized texts or texts with limited vocalization, the dot above the on is quite
helpful for distinguishing the two endings. The dot is retained in vocalized texts and can serve as an additional

reminder that it is a 3fsg ending as opposed to a 3msg ending.
19 Note that the suffix is not pronounced on this form. This happens whenever the word it is attached to already has a

vowel in the word. The same thing is true with the word -.L,.:\'. The suffix is pronounced with the preposition \
because the preposition \ has no vowel of its own.

20 Note that the pronominal suffix in this case is silent.

21 The W of the 2mpl suffix and 2fpl suffix has a soft pronunciation despite the fact that it is preceded by a short
vowel. See Rom 12:1.
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In addition to the pronominal suffixes used above, Classical Syriac also has another set of
pronominal suffixes that are used with the preposition .l;, the particle of existence d.r<, and the

particle of non-existence ¥a\:??

Table 6.4 — Pronominal Suffixes on J& and the Particle of Existence ¥y~

3msg A saal< (on him) oL (is)
3fgs T cmL (on her) T (is)
2msg PR Aal< (on you) Kodar (are)
2fsg e >\ (on you) udued (are)
lesg ’ S< (on me) < (am)
3mpl Ol <o)< (on them) ~SouLXur (are)
3fpl T eul< (on them) cTudu (are)
2mpl O \cxa..L (on you) O (are)
2fpl Qs e;..L (on you) s (are)
1cpl o (.L (on us) o (are)

Except for the 3msg and 3fsg suffix, the connecting vowel is ptaha’. The connecting vowel for
the 3msg suffix is zqapa’ because the diphthong o is always spelled o in East Syriac. The
connecting vowel for the 3fsg is zlama® qaSya’ because the diphthong ,:: has collapsed to ,:: to
allow the o to be pronounced. The use of the particle of existence with pronominal suffixes will
be discussed further below.

Note that the endings in Table 6.4 are identical to the pronominal suffixes that are attached to
plural nouns.

6.4. Possession with Particles of Existence/Non-Existence?3

In §4.4 we were introduced to the particle of existence < (there is, there are) and the particle
of non-existence ¥u\ (there is not, there are not). The particle of existence and the particle of

non-existence can be used in combination with the preposition .\ to indicate possession in the

present tense. The best way to understand how to translate this construction into English is to
translate the construction literally and then transform it into a clause in English with the verb “to
have.” Note the following examples:

22 This pattern is also used with &Y (for, instead of, on account of) and 3o (before, ahead).
23 Cf. Noldeke §303; Duval §339.



(@)
i

Chapter Six - https://markfrancois.wordpress.com/syriac-grammar/

Examples with Pronominal Suffixes

Syriac Rough Translation English
3msg AT ml W4 There is to him a king. He has a king.
3fgs AT AP There is to her a king. She has a king.
2msg <5\ \l\é < There is to you a king. You have a king.
2fsg <5\ ,;l W 4 There is to you a king. You have a king.
lesg <5\ ,l < There is to me a king. I have a king.
3mpl <5\ \C\ml ¥u\ | There is not to them a king. | They do not have a king.
3fpl AL (.q.:l ¥a\ There is not to them a king. They do not have a king.
2mpl AT \cxal ¥u\ | There is not to you a king. You do not have a king.
2fpl AT e;l ¥a\ There is not to you a king. You do not have a king.
1cpl AT é ¥a\ There is not to us a king. We do not have a king.

Examples with Nouns

Syriac Literal Translation Translation
~io A\ There is to the king a son. The king has a son.
<15 Loil X\ There is not to David a son. David does not have a son.

6.5. Use of the Particle of Existence with Suffixes?

The particle of existence can be used with pronominal suffixes as an equivalent to the present
tense of the verb “to be” in English.?® If the subject of the clause is a noun or other substantive,
the pronominal suffix matches up with the gender and number of the noun. If the clause does not
have a noun or other substantive to serve as the subject, the pronominal suffix functions as the
subject. Note the following examples:

Examples

Syriac English

SN L CadTu® d¥endS W\ ~R.< | For where your treasure is, there also is your
\C\;:\l o~ ag | heart. (Matt 6:21)

ARl ondur < \Qé\ rﬁ\u. The eye is the lamp of the body. (Matt 6:22)

24 Cf. Noldeke §§301-303, 313; Muraoka §109; Brockelmann §198.
25 For the forms of the particle existence with pronominal suffixes, see table 6.4 above.
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Rl i ,@madl 4B aslio

And we know that the judgment of God is in line
with the truth. (Rom 2:2)

The particle of existence with suffixes can also be used with the verb <am to form a compound
tense. This will be discussed in chapter 12.

6.6. Vocabulary
Verbs
Ao (P%al) to hold, take, seize
.lar-( (P*al) to eat
e (P*al) to say
o (P*al) to go down, to descend, to return

Nouns

Singular Plural Meaning
i i (m) sca
~mX ~AX (m) priest
5N SR (m) book, writing, scripture
~ A\~ rd:m (f.) word, thing/affair, case/cause, Word
~D A ~oAasai (m) law
~iad ~iadm (m) scribe, expert in scripture
~\5 rd.n (m) voice, sound
0 < Ao (f.) wind, spirit

Independent Personal Pronouns

3msg am he, it
3fsg D she, it
2msg X< you
2fsg PN 4 you

26 Note that the vowel under the first root letter « is <. This happens with verbs that begin with . The remainder
of the paradigm remains the same.
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lesg ~ I
3mpl ~Qamp they
3fpl QP they
2mpl oxary you
2fpl XA you
lcpl Qs we
3msg adm, am, a (W) he, it, is
3fsg D,y she, it, is
2msg XY, K you, are
2fsg y AT, M you, are
lesg M, A I, am
3mpl Qary they, are
3fpl Y they, are
2mpl ORI, L oX you, are
2fpl SR, o you, are
1cpl Qs 3 we, are

Combinations With Enclitics

cLaom It is he that

fak L) Who is?

a5 What is?
Particles

AR his

Proper Nouns

iohw Assyria
.l;\:» Babylon

FYaV e R R Damascus
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L, Israel

®id Persia

6.7. Homework

a) Using practice sheet 6.1, memorize the paradigms given for regular independent personal
pronouns and abbreviated independent personal pronouns.

b) Using practice sheet 6.2, memorize the two paradigms for pronominal suffixes on prepositions
and particles in tables 6.3 and 6.4 above.

¢) Memorize the vocabulary in 6.6 above. Make sure you are able to translate the words from
Syriac to English as well as English to Syriac. The following link on Quizlet can be used to help
you learn the vocabulary: https://quizlet.com/ca/730884322/classical-syriac-chapter-6-flash-
cards/.

d) Using exercise sheet 6.3, translate the sentences from Syriac to English.


https://quizlet.com/ca/730884322/classical-syriac-chapter-6-flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/ca/730884322/classical-syriac-chapter-6-flash-cards/
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